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Abstract

The objectives of the study of “Participation and Role of Members in Farm Women Group
Operation in Mueang Mae Hong Son District of Mae Hong Son Province” were 1) to study economic
and social fundamental state, including other factors of members of farm women groups in Mueang
Mae Hong Son District of Mae Hong Son Province; 2) to study the level of their participation in
activities of their farm woman group; 3) to study their attitude towards their role in the farm woman
group operation; 4) to study factors relating to their participation in activities of their farm woman
group; and 5) to study their problems, obstruction, and suggestions on the farm woman group
operation.

The samples in this study were 344 members of farm woman groups in Mueang Mae Hong
Son District of Mae Hong Son Province who were recorded in the farmer institute data in IT system of
the Department of Agricultural Extension in 2012. The data collecting process was interviewing by
using an interview form. The statistical methodology used to analyze the data by computer programs
were frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, minimum value, maximum value, and multiple
regression analysis.

The findings of this study were as follows: The average age of the studied members of farm
woman groups was 44.58 years. Most of them were not educated. The average frequency of their
coming into contact with agricultural housing officials was 1.38 times. The average duration of their
being a member of a farm woman group was 8.43 years. The average frequency of their attending
training courses in doing farming was 3.13 times/year. Their accessibility of agricultural information
was at medium level. Their knowledge and understanding of activities of their farm woman group was
at the most level. The average income of their family was 5,095.68 Baht/month. The average size of
their area used for agricultural sections was 3.83 Rai. The average quantity of labor in their family was
2.12 persons. The level of their participation in activities of their farmer group was at much level. And
their attitude towards their role in the farm woman group operation was at much level. The factors
which correlated with their participation in activities of their farm woman group at 0.01 statistical
significance were their age, the frequency of their attending agricultural training courses, their
knowledge and understanding of activities of their farm woman group, the quantity of labor in their
family, the size of their area used for agricultural sections, and their family income, while the factor
which correlated with their participation in activities of their farm woman group at 0.05 statistical
significance was their education level. They had problems in the aspect of the committee and members,
the operation of their farm woman group, and agricultural extension officials at medium level. They
suggested that field studies should have been set for them in order to develop their skills, they should
have been appointed to participate in activities of their farmer group after their main work, and
agricultural extension officials should have been local people.
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